340             EUROPE:   A  GEOGRAPHICAL  SURVEY

to cereals, and the marine influence lengthens the period during which
outside grazing is possible.

PHYSICAL FEATURES

Being a small nation with an area of only 16,574 square miles,
and lying entirely within the European plain, Denmark is character-
ized by a considerable amount of uniformity in structure and relief.
Prior to the last glacial epoch, the islands and much of the peninsula
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seem to have been submerged and to have formed part of a great reef
of chalk and limestone. The ice sheets moving south from the Scandi-
navian Peninsula laid down deposits of glacial material upon these
reefs, thus forming the present lands of the kingdom. Toward the
south and east the coarser glacial material was piled in the form of
morainic hills. The finer materials were spread over the areas lying
to the north and west of these moraines. These conditions have led to
a general uniformity of relief. The moraines form the only elevations,
the highest of these being only about 500 feet.

Although the general relief is low and uniform, there is a con-
siderable amount of local variation. Only toward the west is the coun-
try flat and swampy. Most of the rest of the territory is a rolling hill
and valley country, with frequent lakes. The wooded hills and culti-